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WESTMINSTER CHRISTMAS 
BASKETS

Believe it or not it is time to start preparing for 
one of IPC’s favorite Christmas traditions, the 
Westminster Christmas Baskets.  We have been 
asked to supply 300 cans of baked beans, 300 
packages of pasta and 600 cans of tuna for this 
year’s event.  We are also collecting hats, mittens 

and gloves for the Mitten Tree.  
These items will also be going to 
Westminster.  Please be sure to 
bring your beans, pasta and tuna 
along with your Mitten Tree items 
by Sunday, December 8th.  
You are invited to attend the basket 
packing on Friday, December 13th.  
They will have pizza at 6:00 p.m. and 
we will begin packing baskets at 6:30 
p.m.  This is a great way to get into 
the Christmas spirit and IPC always 
has a large group attending. 
If you can’t make it Friday night, 
Westminster still needs your help on 
Saturday, December 14th from 8:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.  
You would be helping to distribute the baskets and 
assist the families.
So, in the next few weeks, please think of 
Westminster and pick up some beans, pasta and 
tuna for the baskets; and gloves, mittens and hats 
for the Mitten Tree.  If you would prefer, you may 

make a donation, please designate in the memo section 
of your check for Christmas Baskets.  Let’s share the joy 
of Christmas 
with our 
neighbors.  

ADVENT AND 
CHRISTMAS 

WORSHIP
Advent 1 – Sunday, December 1

Lighting the Candle of Hope

Advent 2 – Sunday, December 8
Lighting the Candle of Peace

Advent 3 – Sunday, December 15
Lighting the candle of Joy
Tie One On – Joy Offering

Advent 4 – Sunday, December 22
Lighting the candle of Love

Luminaria – 6 p.m.
Christmas Eve

6 p.m. – Family Worship
Children and Youth Participation

Christmas carols
Candlelighting

11 p.m. – 
Traditional 

Worship
Hand bell and 
Chancel Choirs

Holy Communion
Candlelighting

1st Sunday of Christmas – 
December 29

Lighting the Christ Candle
Christmas carols
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Dear Presbyterians,

Calendar

Each year the message of Advent and Christmas 
centers on the love and hope of the Christ child. We 
celebrate a faith that proclaims that God’s love has 
come down to our world in human form, whom we 
call Emmanuel.
But if Christmas proclaims the message of love and 
hope to the world, what is the message that we send 
to the world this season?

• Is it a message of busyness and consumerism?
• Is it a message of quaint traditions and cozy 

fireplaces?
• Is it a message of antipathy for those who don’t 

celebrate as we do?
• Is it a message of melancholy of old times past?
• Is it a message of despair that the world has put 

aside God’s love? 
I suggest that if we send out any message other 
than a message of unconditional love and hope, 
then we have lost touch with the Christ child. For 
let us remember that if we take away the Christmas 
decorations and the presents,…if we don’t sing any 
carols or see any child dressed like an angel,…even 
if we don’t light a candle on Christmas Eve, the 
message of love and hope of Christ still remains, 
shining brightly before us.
So, have yourself a merry little Christmas. But first, 
send out the message that God sent in the infant 
Jesus: “Love and hope to all!”
The Lord has come, Alleluia!

IMPORTANT DATES IN DECEMBER:
 Sunday, December 1

1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT--HOPE
6:00 pm, Caring and Sharing Group, Parlor

Tuesday, December 3
10:00 am, Star Quilters, Parlor

12:00 pm, Tuesday Circle, WNV
1:00 pm, 3B Exercise Class, Youth Room

5:30-7:00 pm, Messy Church
Wednesday, December 4

10:00 am, Men’s Bible Study, Room 24
6:30-8:00 pm, Young Adult Meeting, Parlor

Sunday, December 8
2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT--PEACE

Monday, December 9
6:30 pm, L.I.F.T., Parlor

7:00 pm, Investment Club, Room 24
Tuesday, December 10

1:00 pm, 3B Exercise Class, G1
5:30 pm, Seniors Gone Wild, Fellowship Hall

Thursday, December 12
1:30 pm, Daytimers Circle, Parlor

Friday, December 13
12:00 pm, Voyagers Luncheon, Fellowship Hall

1:00 pm, Voyagers Program, Fellowship Hall
6:00 pm, Westminster Christmas Basket packing

Sunday, December 15
3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT--JOY
CHRISTMAS JOY OFFEFRING

11:15 am, Joint Session/Deacons Meeting, Parlor
Monday, December 16

7:00 pm, Evening Circle, Welcome Center
Tuesday, December 17

1:00 pm, Alzheimer’s Support Group, Parlor
7:00 pm, Trustees Meeting, Parlor

Wednesday, December 18
10:00 am, Men’s Bible Study, Room 24

Thursday, December 19
10:30 am, Thursday Circle, Parlor

12:00 pm, PWC Gathering, Fellowship Hall
1:00 pm, PWC Program, Fellowship Hall

Sunday, December 22
4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT--LOVE

6:00-8:00 pm, Irvington Luminaria, Sanctuary
Monday, December 23
1:30 pm, PWCCT, Parlor
Tuesday, December 24

CHRISTMAS EVE--IPC OFFICE CLOSED
6:00 pm, Christmas Eve Family Service, Sanctuary
11:00 pm, Christmas Eve Late Service, Sanctuary

Wednesday, December 25
MERRY CHRISTMAS--IPC OFFICE CLOSED

Monday, December 30
5:00-10:00 pm, New Year’s Eve Eve Party, Youth Room

DON’T FORGET TO PICK UP YOUR 
WREATH ORDER!  IF 

YOU DIDN’T 
ORDER ONE, 
THERE ARE A 
FEW EXTRAS 

AVAILABLE 
FOR 

PURCHASE!  
AS A 

REMINDER, 
THE WREATH 
SALES HELP 

SUPPORT OUR MEXICO MISSION.
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ADVENT DEVOTIONAL KITS
This year we are excited to offer two different 

Advent devotional kits: one geared toward 
families with younger kids (grade school or 
below) and one more for adults or families 

with older kids. Both center around themes 
of darkness and light and include Scripture 
readings, prayers, reflection questions, and 

spiritual practices. The kits include everything 
you need. Pick one up today or take two and 

share one with a friend!

When we started 
Messy Church 
almost a year 
ago, we hoped 
it would reach 
out to people in 
our community 
who aren't yet 
connected to our 
church, and it 
has! We have a 
number of families who are now regular participants and 
even more folks who drop in to visit.
As a result, we are looking for more volunteers from IPC to 
help out. You don't have to be "crafty" to join us! We need 
smiling faces to staff the registration table and outgoing 
personalities to chat with newcomers. If talking to people 
isn't your thing, you could help set up for the meal, wash 
dishes, or provide a dessert. There is literally a job for 
everyone!
It doesn't have to be a lifetime commitment; helping even 
a few times a year is wonderful. Messy Church meets the 
first Tuesday of each month from 5:30-7 p.m. If you are 
interested in supporting Messy Church with your time and 
talents, please email Carolyn at clesmeister@irvpresby.org.

YOUTH GROUP EVENTS
DECEMBER 13TH- Join us at Westminster for 
Christmas basket packing at 6 p.m. Dinner will be 
provided. Youth will then return to IPC for a lock-in. 
DECEMBER 30TH- Our annual New Year’s Eve 
Eve Party will be something you won’t want to miss 
this year. We will count down to 10 p.m. with fun 
games

Our Young Adult 
Pizza Church (18-
35ish) continues 

to be held the third 
Wednesday of each month! 

Please join us on December 
18th at 6 p.m. for our next 

meeting at Jockamos Pizza. We will 
be doing a white elephant gift exchange. Childcare 
provided if requested in advance. Please email 
Aeriel Lewis at alewis@irvpresby.org if you have any 
questions. See you there!

ENGAGING YOUNG ADULTS
Our EYA Team has completed our first phase of 
training – the listening phase. We held focus groups 
and coffee dates to hear about the desires and 
motivations of young adults in our community and 
within our congregation. With a learning day on the 
next phase under our belts, the team will continue 
to build upon these conversations and start making 
connections. 
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HAPPY 100TH 
BIRTHDAY JAN!

On December 18th, longtime IPC member, Jan 
Roberts, will celebrate her 100th birthday. Jan’s 
family has issued an Invitation to all of IPC to 
attend an Open House on Saturday, December 14 
at the Quality Inn in Rushville, starting at 2 p.m.  
The Quality Inn is located at 320 Conrad Harcourt 
Way in Rushville.
Congratulations to Jan and she would love to see 
you on December 14th!

ADULT RETREAT 

Coming in January!
The annual, fun, relaxing, fantastic IPC Adult Retreat 
for body, mind and 
soul at Geneva Center 
is scheduled for Friday, 
January 24 through 
Sunday, January 26. This 
year our retreat leader is 
former Indiana Principal 
of the Year and longtime 
IPC member, Sheri 
Patterson. Sheri will help 
us focus on personal 
development, interacting 
with ourselves in a fun 
and interesting way. 
This retreat will not be 
counseling, it will not be deep, self-analysis but it will 
be:
“Wait, What!  It really is all about me, right”
The IPC retreat is for any adult ready to skip town for a 
weekend, and enjoy some great conversation, laughter 
and a bit of personal introspection in a peaceful, wooded 
setting. The cost is $90 which includes overnight lodging 
on Friday and Saturday, and four meals. We arrive on 
Friday evening and are usually home by noon on Sunday. 
To make your reservations, contact Rev. Heimach or call 
the church office. 

CHRISTMAS BASKETS 
AT WESTMINSTER 

NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICE
From now until December 8th we are collecting 
300 boxes of Pasta, 600 cans of Tuna, 600 cans of 
Baked Beans for Westminster Christmas Baskets.  
Please drop them off in the Welcome Center 
through Sunday, December 8th.
Then, on Friday, December 13th, please join many 
IPCers at WNS, 2325 East New York Street, to fill 
the baskets. This annual event brings us together 
in service for people in need on the eastside of the 
city. For the fellowship and the service, this event 
is one of the favorite IPC activities of the year. 
Please join us!

PLEASE WELCOME IPC’S NEWEST MEMBERS!
NANCY AND JERRY HAMMES, DEBBIE FRAVEL AND MIKE COURBAT 

JOINED THE IPC FAMILY ON SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 17TH.
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EVENING OF LIGHT!
On the evening of Sunday, December 15, 
luminaries will light the sidewalks of Irvington 
proclaiming a message of hope to everyone. 
At 6 p.m., we will open 
our sanctuary for anyone 
wishing to come and listen 
to quiet Christmas music, 
meditate, or to light a 
candle in memory or honor 
of someone. This annual 
tradition offers peace and 
good feelings and reminds 
us of the purpose of the 
season. Bring a friend 
and stop by our beautiful 
sanctuary for a few minutes, or longer.

MUSIC SPOTLIGHT OF THE MONTH
“SILENT NIGHT”

Every year at our Christmas Eve services, we take a moment to sing a hymn that seems to perfectly embody 
Christmas—and has since the 1800s. “Silent Night” is a favorite for most everyone, and our worship services just 
wouldn’t be the same without the beloved tune. You may know the words in their original German (“Stille Nacht, 
heilige Nacht…”), but you may not know the song’s history.
In 1818, a young priest, Father Joseph Mohr brought lyrics he had written to a local schoolmaster and organist, 
Franz Gruber. Mohr had moved to his little town of Oberndorf, Austria just the year before. Since the church 
organ had recently been damaged by flooding, Mohr asked Gruber to write an accompaniment with guitar instead 
of organ. They were to sing the new piece on Christmas Eve. The organ builder who subsequently worked on the 
repairing the organ’s damage from the flood was so taken with the new composition upon hearing it, he took it 
home with him, and they sang it at their church. After that, two families of traveling performers included “Stille 
Nacht” in their shows ensuring the continued spread and popularity of the piece. The rest, as they say, is history!
At our Christmas Eve services you have the opportunity to hear this piece in two different arrangements. At our 
early service, you can hear the song in the style with guitar accompaniment as it was originally composed; our 
guitar accompanists are Jeff Laslie and Phil Parkinson. At the 11 PM service, we sing “Silent Night” with organ and 
flute accompaniment. Any way you sing it, no one can deny the beauty of the song and the peace we feel when we 
use it in worship.

A Designated 
Associate Pastor 

Nominating Committee 
was elected at a Congregational 

Meeting on Sunday, November 10. 
Members are: Pam Brozan, Frank 

Hurdis, Erika Hinshaw, Steve Payne, 
Chuck Marion, Tom Harton, David 

Hansen, Scott Stroud. The DAPNC has 
already interviewed candidates for 
this position and hopes to present 

a nominee to the Session in the 
next few weeks. Please keep 

this committee in your 
prayers.

SEARCH 
COMMITTEE 

BEGINS
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SAVE THE DATE – 
December 9th, 

LIFT Christmas Party &
Cookie Exchange

Do you need to take a breath 
from the hectic pace of holiday 
preparations?  Are you looking for 
some fellowship, fun and relaxation?  

You’re invited to the LIFT Christmas gathering.  Due 
to Christmas we will be meeting a week early, on 
Monday, December 9th at 6:30 p.m. in the IPC Parlor.  
We will gather for a Christmas party and cookie 
exchange.  It is perfectly fine not to participate in the 
cookie exchange.  Not to add one more thing to our 
to-do-list.  For those who wish to exchange cookies, 
please bring a large batch of your favorite cookie.  
Women of all ages are welcome and please feel free to 
invite a friend to join us.  Childcare will be provided.  
Mark this date on your calendar for a fun evening of 
fellowship together.  Please bring a snack or beverage 
to share.  We will be collecting feminine hygiene 
products for Westminster.  Contact Kathy Moorhead 
if you have any questions.

Mark your Calendar for Upcoming Events: 
(Third Monday of Each Month)

• January 20 – TBA
• February 17 – TBA 

PWC GATHERING
DATE: Thursday, December 19

TIME AND PLACE: Lunch at 12 
noon, Fellowship Hall

COST: $7
Program: Christmas Melodies by 

Grace Long.
Devotions: Deanna Byrd
Hostess: Daytimers Circle 

Please RSVP to the church office 
by Monday, December 16.

CHRISTMAS CONCERT
Join us on December 29 for an afternoon Christmas Concert in 
the IPC Sanctuary. Following the worship service that morning at 
2:30 p.m. the flute choir and some IPC vocalists will present a short 
concert in celebration of the birth of Jesus. We hope you will join 
us for this fun, festive, and free event!

“TIE ONE ON”
The Christmas Joy Offering is one of 
the four special offerings of the year. 
This offering supports retired church 
workers and other church workers 
with special needs.  Please bring the 
enclosed offering envelope to the 
church on Sunday, December 15th 
and during worship “Tie One On” to 
the Christmas Tree in the sanctuary.  
Thank you for your support of this 
offering.

EQUAL EXCHANGE 
PRODUCTS MAKE GREAT 

GIFTS FOR TEACHERS, 
MAIL CARRIERS, CO-
WORKERS, FRIENDS, 

FAMILY AND EVERYONE 
ELSE ON YOUR GIFT-
GIVING LIST!  THERE 

ARE LOTS OF NEWLY 
ARRIVED OPTIONS.  GIVE A GIFT THAT 
GIVES TWICE--TO YOUR FRIENDS AND 
TO  THE FAMILIES OF 

SMALL FARMERS WHO 
PROVIDE THEM!
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SENIOR MATTERS
3b (Body, Brain, and Beliefs) is an exercise class for 
ages 55 and older focusing on: building flexibility, 
strength and balance; challenges to increase memory 
and problem-solving skills as new brain cells grow; and 
time to recall beloved scriptures with devotionals and 
“scripture in motion.”  
We are doing lightweights, aerobic and strength 

training. Exercise improves 
circulation and keeps the brain 
& body healthy. Come Join Us 
to Learn More. We meet every 
Tuesday at 1 p.m. in the Youth 
Room. If you have questions 
please, contact Denise 
Harrington at 317-509-7085. 

                                            Alzheimer’s Support Groups 
for Caregivers continue 
to take place here at IPC 
monthly on the 3rd Tuesday 
in the parlor at 1 p.m. 

HOMEBOUND COMMUNION
Homebound communion is always available, as we 

believe it is important to incorporate the whole body of 
Christ into our sacramental life together. Communion 

will be served next in worship on Sunday, December 24. 
If you are unable to be at worship and/or would like to 
receive Homebound Communion, please contact Rev. 

Heimach (356-7225 or rheimach@irvpresby.org).
MEN’S BIBLE STUDY

The Men’s Bible Study meets the 1st and 3rd 
Wednesday of each month on the 2nd flr. in room 

24 at 10 a.m. The dates are December 4 and 18. If you 
would like to know more about this group, please 

contact Patrick Durkin. All are welcome. 

VOYAGERS
Voyagers will meet on Friday, December 20, and we 
will start with Jockamo’s pizza in Fellowship Hall at 12 
noon.  At 1 p.m. we will host a Christmas Program in 
the sanctuary by pianist Charles Joray and his assistant, 
who will present Christmas music for our enjoyment.  
All are welcome to this program, no reservations neces-
sary.  Please call this month’s hosts, Diane and Richard 
Pflanzer at 317-882-1717 if you would like to join us for 
lunch as well.

2020 OPEN ENROLLMENT IS HERE 
AND ENDS DECEMBER 7

If you have questions, contact
https://www.medicare.gov/index or call 
1-800-Medicare (633-4227)
CICOA 2018-2019 Solutions Guide. Resources (meal 
delivery, transportation, adult day, volunteering, etc.) 
in Marion and surrounding counties. Order here . The 
guide is updated each Fall and the first guide is free.
Precautions to Take during the winter.

• Make sure steps and walkways are clear before 
you walk. Be especially careful if you see wet 
pavements that could be iced over. 

• Clear away snow and salt your walkways at home, 
or hire someone to do it.

• Wear boots with non-skid soles – this will 
prevent you from slipping.

• If you use a cane, replace the rubber tip before it 
is worn smooth.

• Consider an ice pick-like attachment that fits 
onto the end of the cane for additional traction.

SENIORS 
GONE WILD

Ho-Ho-Ho... Seniors are 
Going Wild on December 10 at 

5:30 p.m. Mark your calendar, come 
and start the holiday season with us 

on December 10. The cost is $10.
Seniors Gone Wild 

Organizers:
Dee, Bernice, Barb, Betty, and 

Lois 
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CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS
Christmas traditions vary 
from country to country.  
Christmas celebrations for 
many nations include the 
installing and lighting of 
Christmas trees, the hanging 
of Advent wreaths, Christmas 
stockings, candy canes, 
setting out cookies and milk 
for Santa, and the creation of 
Nativity scenes depicting the 
birth of Jesus Christ. 

Christmas carols may be sung, 
and stories told about such 
figures as the baby Jesus, St. 
Nicholas, Santa Claus, Father 
Christmas or Jack Frost.  The 
sending and exchange of card 
greetings, observance of fasting 
and special religious observances 
such as midnight Mass or 
Vespers on Christmas Eve, the 
burning of a yule log and giving 
and receiving presents. Along 

with Easter, Christmas is one of the most important 
periods on the Christian Calendar.  

And did you know - Betty White is older than sliced 
Bread!!
MERRY CHRISTMAS!!

Jack Simpson, 
IPC member, 
explores the 
archives for 

stories of the 
church, its 

past members 
and other bits 
of interesting 

information and 
lore.


